
 
 

 A Guide to Shipping Samples 
International Shipments to the USA  



Contents 

• Determining the Type of Sample to be Shipped 
– Refer to:  Guidance on regulations for the Transport of 

Infectious Substances 2009-2010, World Health Organization 
(can be found on the Web) 

• Shipping Documents 
– Accugenix Identification Request Forms 

– Commercial Invoice 

– Shipper’s Declaration of Dangerous Goods 

– CDC Permit (obtain from Accugenix) 

• Recommended Packaging 
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What type of sample are you sending? 

• Unknown Environmental Isolate 
• Known Infectious Substance 

– Category A* 
• An infectious substance which is transported in a form that, when exposure to it occurs, is capable of causing 

permanent disability, life-threatening or fatal disease in otherwise healthy humans or animals. 
• Infectious Substance, Affecting Humans (UN 2814) OR Infectious Substance, Affecting Animals (UN 2900). 
• Accugenix requires special permits to allow the import of certain Category A microorganisms.  Please contact 

Accugenix if you believe you have a Category A sample. 

– Category B 
• An infectious substance which does not meet the criteria for inclusion in Category A. 
• Biological Substance, Category B (UN 3373) 

 *Refer to Annex 2, “Examples of infectious substances included in Category A,” Guidance on regulations for 
the Transport of Infectious Substances 2009-2010, World Health Organization. 

 

• FTA Card 
• DNA Extract 
• Liquid Ethanol Preparation 
• Dried Ethanol Preparation 
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Labeling and Packaging Requirements 

Live Organism on/ 
in growth media? 

Yes No 

Category A 
Unknown 

Environmental 
Isolate 

FTA Cards 
DNA 

Extract 
Category B 

“unknown 
environmental 

isolate” 

“Infectious 
substance, 
affecting 
humans” 

“Biological 
Substance, 
Category B” 

“Non-
regulated 
material” 

“Non-hazardous, 
DNA suspensions 
not restricted by 

IATA/ IMDG/ DOT” 

Packing 
according to 

IATA Packaging 
Instruction 650 
recommended, 

no outer 
labeling 

No  special precautions necessary 

Packing 
according to 

IATA 
Packaging 
Instruction  
650, correct 

outer 
labeling 

Please contact 
specialized 

courier 
services for 

support (e.g. 
World Courier) 

Liquid 
Ethanol 

Preparation 

“Dangerous 
Goods in 
Excepted 

Quantities” 

Dried 
Ethanol 

Preparation 

“Dried 
Inactivated  

Sample 
Preparations 

Non-regulated 
Material” 

Use the following descriptions wherever necessary on shipping documents 

4 



Required Shipping 
Documents  

Sample Types 

Live Cultures 
(Unknown) 

Live Cultures 
(Category B) 

FTA Cards DNA Extract 
Liquid Ethanol 

Preparation 
Dried Ethanol 
Preparation 

Accugenix 
Identification Request 

Form  
(IRF can be found on 
Accugenix’s website) 

Yes 
Inside 

Yes 
Inside 

Yes 
Inside 

Yes 
Inside 

Yes 
Inside 

Yes 
Inside 

 

Airway Bill 
(i.e. FedEx, UPS, DHL) 

Yes 
Outside 

Yes 
Outside 

Yes 
Outside 

Yes 
Outside 

Yes 
Outside 

Yes 
Outside 

 

Commercial Invoice 
(Document attesting to  

the monetary value  
of the shipment) 

Yes 
Outside 

Description of Goods 
State:  “Unknown 

Environmental 
Isolates” 

Yes 
Outside 

Description of  
Goods State:  “Biological 
Substance, Category B” 

Yes 
Outside 

Description of  
Goods State:   

“Non-regulated 
material” 

Yes 
Outside 

Description of  
Goods State:   

“Non-hazardous DNA 
suspensions.  Not 

restricted by IATA/ 
IMDG/ DOT” 

Yes 
Outside 

Description of Goods 
State:  “Dangerous 
Goods in Excepted 

Quantities” 

Yes 
Outside 

Description of Goods 
State: “Dried 

Inactivated  Sample 
Preparations 

Non-regulated 
Material” 

 

Shipper’s Declaration 
of Dangerous Goods 

Not Required 
Yes 

Outside 
Not Required Not Required Not Required Not Required 

CDC Permit 
(Accugenix will provide a copy 

of our CDC Permit) 

Yes 
Outside 

Yes 
Outside 

Yes 
Outside 

Yes 
Outside 

Yes 
Outside 

Yes 
Outside 

Biohazard Label 
(Order from  

preferred vendor) 

Not Required 
Yes 

Secondary 
Container 

Yes 
Affix to Multi-
barrier Pouch 

Not Required Not Required Not Required 

Shipping Documents Required for International Shipments to the U.S. 
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Identification Request Forms* –  
Place the appropriate form inside the box 
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For AccuPRO-ID® For Sequencing and RiboTyping 

*Available on Accugenix website or contact Technical Support at +1.302.292.8888 



Commercial Invoice 

•International Shipments to United States – 
REQUIRED 
 
•Fill in the Description of Goods section with the 
following: 
 

For  Known Organisms -  
“Biological Substance, Category B” 

 

For Unknown cultures– 
“Unknown Environmental Isolate” 
 
For FTA Cards – 
“Non-regulated materials” 
 
For DNA Extract –  
“Non-hazardous DNA suspensions not restricted by 
IATA/IMDG/DOT” 
 
For Liquid Ethanol Preparation –  
“Dangerous Goods in Excepted Quantities” 
 
For Dried Ethanol Preparation –  
“Inactivated  Sample Preparations 
Non-regulated Material” 
 

 
•Affix to outside of box 
 
•Your courier service will support you in preparing a 
commercial invoice 
 
•Adhere to regulations of shipping company and local 
government 
 
•Templates can be found on-line from shippers 
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Shipper’s Declaration For 
Dangerous Goods 

Necessary only for known biohazards, 
Categories A and B 

 

Example:  (Category B) 

•UN3373 ID No. 

•Biological Substance, Category B 
 

Affix Document to Outside of Box 

 

 

 

 

Available on-line 
http://www.econotech.com/shipping_docs/Shipp
ers_Decl_Form_Blank.pdf  

 

Must have a trained IATA person or dangerous 
goods safety advisor 
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Permit to Import or Transfer 
Etiological Agents or Vectors 
of Human Disease 

PHS PERMIT NO. 2010-03-117 

• Permit allows Accugenix to receive 
isolates and DNA of Etiologic 
Agents from international clients 

• Renewed every year 

• States conformance requirements 
with 49 CFR Sections 171-180 

• Not approved for select agents (42 
CFR 73) 

• Accugenix provides document 

• Affix to outside box 
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Packaging – Triple Containment 
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In accordance with IATA Packing Instruction 650 
•Required for UN3373, Biological Substance, Category B 
•Recommend for non-regulated “unknown environmental isolate” 
 



Accugenix Recommendations 
• Ship agarose plates at ambient temperature 

– Do not send blue ice packs/ dry ice 

– Ship overnight via traceable courier  

• Choose your descriptions carefully… 

– Known infectious substance:  “Biological substance, Category B” 

– Unknown organisms:  “Unknown environmental isolates”  

– FTA cards:  “Non-regulated Material” 

– DNA extract:  “Non-hazardous DNA suspensions not restricted by IATA/ IMDG/ DOT” 

– Ethanol preparation:  “Dangerous Goods in Excepted Quantities” 

• Do not use for description of goods… 

– Pharmaceuticals, Bacteria, Genetic Material, Baby Formula, DNA, Medical, Microbiological, 

etc.  Or sample(s) will be delayed! 
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